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Community Governance



Thank you for the invitation to comment on the forthcoming Community
Governance Review and we note this is an opportunity for Faversham Town
Council to consider one or more of the following: 

Creating, merging, altering or abolishing Parishes/Town Councils; 
The naming of Parishes and the style of new Parishes/Town Councils; 
The electoral arrangements for Parishes/Town Councils including: the ordinary
year of election; - the number of Councillors to be elected; and the warding (if
any) of the Parish/Town Councils; 
Grouping Parishes/Town Councils under a common Parish/Town Council or de-
grouping Parishes/Town Councils. 

The Local Government Boundary Commission’s Guidance on Community
Governance Reviews (2010) notes the following, which are relevant to our
responses:

       Parish councils should represent and serve a clearly identifiable community, 
       reflecting its unique identity and the views of local residents (para 50). 

       Parish boundaries should follow clear, lasting natural or physical breaks                         
       between communities such as rivers, major roads, railways, parks, or other 
       areas  of low population, that mark where one community naturally ends and 
       another begins (para 83). 

It should be noted that due to the limited time to respond, the Town Council has
not had the opportunity to seek the view of our residents or neighbouring
parishes. 

Cllr Josh Rowlands
Mayor of Faversham 
November 2025

Introduction



At its meeting dated 9th June 2025, Faversham Town Council’s preferred
boundary option was for Faversham to be part of an east facing unitary. At that
time Option 2 (Swale, Canterbury, and Thanet), was the preferred model, but
noted that Option 4 (Swale, Ashford, and Maidstone) had merit. 

Based on this assumption, the preferred options would now be 4d and 5a, with 4b
considered to have some merit. 

Local Government Reorganisation



Local Government Reorganisation (continued)



This report outlines the options below and provides justification for the proposals.
Given the time constraints, we have not been able to consider all options and we
welcome any future consultation to be as broad as possible, noting those
residents who are either just in, or just outside our boundaries, should be given an
opportunity to give their views as to which parish they should sit.

While options 1 to 3, 7 and 8 are most desirable, we would like options 4 to 6 to be
considered, in consultation with our neighbouring parishes.  

1.  South East Faversham: Extend the Watling Ward boundary to the M2 and A2 
      London Road at Brenley Corner.
2.  Land south of the M2: Transferred to Sheldwich Parish.
3.  Land at Perry Court: Extend the Watling Ward boundary to the Brogdale Road 
      and M2.
4.  Ospringe: Extend the Watling Ward boundary to encompass the remaining part 
      of Ospringe village.
5.  Oare: Extend the Priory Ward boundary to encompass Oare village.
6.  Luddenham: Should be parished, amalgamating with Oare Parish.
7.   Watling Ward: Split into 2 wards each with an additional councillor.
8.  Priory Ward:  Additional councillor.

Summary



Proposal: 
Extend the Watling Ward boundary to the M2 and A2 London Road at Brenley
Corner.

Justification:
1.1  Should the proposed South East Faversham development be approved, it 
        would currently straddle three parishes and could cause administrative 
        confusion.
1.2  The reference to South East Faversham strongly suggests the site is part of 
        Faversham.
1.3  Boughton and Courtenay and Selling Parish Council boundaries are divided by 
        the M2 motorway, which would typically serve as a distinct boundary.
1.4  A boundary at the M2 would be clearly identifiable and form a physical break, 
        or green belt, between communities. 
1.5  Residents would naturally feel a sense of place with regard to Faversham and 
        are more likely to use services such as the train station, doctors and 
        supermarkets.
1.6  This additional development area forms part of the urban expansion. 

1. South East Faversham



Proposal: 
The land to the south of the M2 should be transferred to Sheldwich Parish, subject
to detailed consultation with residents.

Justification:
2.1  Based on our hypothesis that the M2 forms a distinct boundary to Watling 
        Ward, the properties to the south of the M2 should be in Sheldwich Parish. 
2.2  The land lies outside the neighbouring Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
        (AONB), and has previously faced development pressure from proposals 
        such as a garden village.
2.3  Being within the parish of Sheldwich would provide a natural boundary, or  
        green belt, safeguarding the rural area from the urban spread of Faversham.
2.4  Consultation should take place with residents in the dashed area (2a), as to 
        which parish they have a greater affinity. 

2. Land South of the M2

2a



3. Land at Perry Court

Proposal: 
Extend the Watling Ward boundary to the Brogdale Road and M2.

Justification:
3.1  Land to the south west corner of Perry Court was transferred into the town 
        council’s ownership in 2024. The corner of the land currently straddles 
        Ospringe Parish. 
3.2  Although we can own land in other areas, this would ensure the Watling Ward 
        boundary was clearly identifable and form a physical break between 
        communities. 

Land owned by Faversham Town Council



Proposal: 
Extend the Watling Ward boundary to encompass the remaining part of Ospringe
village, subject to detailed consultation with residents.

Justification:
4.1  As Ospringe village lies on the urban fringe of Faversham, it functions as part 
        of the town’s transition zone between urban and rural areas.
4.2  Moving the Watling Ward boundary to encompass the village and potential 
        additional development, would provide a natural boundary, or green belt, 
        safeguarding the rural area from further urban expansion.  
4.3  Residents naturally feel a sense of place with regard to Faversham and use 
        services such as the train station, doctors and supermarkets.
4.4  Children living in Faversham attend Ospringe School.
4.5  In the proposed LGR Option 4d Ospringe Parish Council would be split into 
        two unitary areas at the boundary of the M2.

4. Ospringe



5. Oare
Proposal: 
Extend the Priory Ward boundary to encompass Oare village, subject to detailed
consultation with residents.

Justification:
5.1  As Oare village lies on the urban fringe of Faversham, it functions as part of 
        the town’s transition zone between urban and rural areas.
5.2  Moving the Priory Ward boundary to encompass the village would provide a 
        natural boundary from the urban spread. 
5.3  Residents typically feel a sense of place with regard to Faversham and use 
        services such as the train station, doctors and supermarkets.
5.4  The town council provides the Hopper Bus which serves Oare 4 days a week, 
        without any financial contribution from the parish council.        



6. Luddenham and Oare
Recommendation: 
Luddenham should be parished, amalgamating with Oare Parish, subject to
detailed consultation with residents.

Justification:
6.1  Luddenham is not democratically represented at the first tier of local 
        government and could find itself at a disadvantage after LRG. 
6.2  Combining with the rural area of Oare would provide a distinct natural 
        boundary, or green belt,  between the growing urban expansion of 
        Sittingbourne/Teynham and preserve the special historic character of 
        Faversham. 
 

Luddenham

Oare
Teynham

Faversham



7. Electorate Arrangements: Watling

Proposal: 
Split the current Watling Ward into two wards, East Watling and West Watling.
Each ward to have 3 councillors - an additional 2 councillors for Watling.

Justification:
7.1  Watling Ward has seen the largest development growth and at 01/08/2025 had 
       5,849 electors, or 1,462 electors per councillor.
7.2  Current developments, including Preston Fields Phases 1 and 2, Dane Park 
       Phases 1 and 2 and Crown Meadows, already amount to over 600 additional 
       dwellings in Watling.  
7.3  Local Government Reorganisation will increase the need for democratic 
       representation at the first tier of local government. 
7.4  The naming of the two wards should be decided through consultation






