To:

Adrienne Begent
Deputy Town Clerk
Faversham Town Council

Queen Matilda Place

| have been requested to provide a statement setting out my understanding of the naming of
the footpath that runs between the churchyard of St Mary of Charity and Abbey Place, by the
grounds of Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School and in part past the former Faversham
Grammar School building, now used as a masonic hall.

In recent years | have assisted with voluntary work for Faversham Town Council identifying
suitable names (notable people, places, events - chiefly from the town’s past) for councillors
to select when choosing names for new streets in the town. This work has involved undertaking
considerable research in order to become familiar with the names of the town’s streets as well
as identifying names for possible future use.

In addition, | co-edited the 2017 book Arthur Percival’s Faversham Streets and Places, which
| will mention again later.

The context of the request is an objection lodged with the Local Government Ombudsman
regarding naming of that footpath as Queen Matilda Place, which had been agreed by
Faversham Town Council and Swale Borough Council.

Laurence Young

In short, my understanding is that the stretch of footpath in question has never been named
formally nor has it any single informal name.

Three supporting examples of historical information, past and more recent, follow.

A map of the town in The History of the Town and Port of Faversham published in 1777 by
Edward Jacob (1713 - 1788) has a street map (with naming) that shows the footpath without
a name. Elsewhere Jacob refers to the Old Faversham Grammar School that stands on the
footpath as being “very pleasantly situated on the north side of the church-yard,” making no
mention of a street name.

The then Faversham Borough Council produced a street map of the town in the early 1960s,
based on mapping by Ordnance Survey (attached). The footpath that runs from St Mary of
Charity churchyard to Abbey Place is specifically denoted FOOTPATH, with no name
attributed. While that street map reproduces given street and place names, it leaves some
paths unnamed, apparently deliberately, for example, the one that runs from Preston church
to Preston village (next to the former Windmill pub) was only named later at the time the
surrounding area was developed for housing. Clearly, the footpath between St Mary of Charity
and Abbey Place was unnamed at that time.



More recently I, like others, was in correspondence with the late Arthur Percival about street
names: Dr Percival was the pre-eminent local historian of his day and had a particular interest
in place names. Dr Percival was a co-founder and was director of the Faversham Society.

In September 2014 Dr Percival sent to me notes listing names he had been preparing for a
publication on local streets he was thinking of issuing. Sadly, Dr Percival died in November
2014. Among the names was the following entry: "Shoots, The (‘00’ pronounced as in ‘look’,
not ‘boots’) — SHOOTING MEADOWS, now site of Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and the
playing fields between it and Cooksditch."

Dr Percival’'s notes were preparatory ones for a book on street names. In that context it is
significant that particular note makes plain the name Shooting Meadows only applies to the
general area now occupied by the Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School. Importantly, Dr
Percival did not ascribe the name to any road or footpath, which he would have done had he
believed it was so attached. | regard Dr Percival’s note as authoritative on the subject.

Incidentally, the sale proceeds of both editions of the 2017 street names book were passed to
the Faversham Society.

Overall, there appears to be no evidence a name has been attributed to this length of footpath,
either historically or in the more recent past.

Regarding the objection itself, it appears to be mistaken in several respects.

An email sent by the objector as a covering letter for an accompanying statement of objection
for signature, says it is proposed to name “the path” known as “The Shooting Meadow [sic]
Path” to “Queen Matilda’s Path.” This is inaccurate.

The email defines “the path” as being “the historic path that is routed from the north corner of
the church yard to Abbey Place and then across the stream to Gordon square.” That conflates
two paths, both unnamed - one that runs from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place and the
second that runs from Abbey Place to Gordon Square.

The two paths are at right angles to each other and are separated by the footpaths and
roadway of Abbey Place. On the ground it is evident they are two separate paths; it is difficult
to conceive of them being one continuous path. There appears to be no historical evidence
the two paths have been considered to be one and there appears to be no evidence that
popular usage considers them to be so.

The naming proposal for Queen Matilda Place [not Queen Matilda’s Path] is solely for the
unnamed footpath from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place. It does not concern the second
footpath.

Regarding popular/informal usage, | am not aware of any evidence that the hame Shooting
Meadows was used in the past for either the footpath running from Abbey Place to Gordon
Square or for the one from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place. Regarding the former, local
usage waslis to say, ‘I cut through the Shoots to get to the town’ or similar. Regarding the
latter footpath, usage would be to say “l| went down the path by the grammar school” or similar.

The words Lane, Path, Alley or similar seem never to have been applied popularly to either
path as part of a street name.



As a Faversham man born and bred myself and who lived the first 21 years of his life on the
Millfield estate, near to the Gordon Square end of the Shooting Meadows, my personal
understanding is neither footpath has ever been named either formally or informally. | attended
the Queen Elizabeth’s Gramar School and have walked across the Shooting Meadows many
hundreds of times.

Having never heard either footpath described as Shooting Meadow Path, or indeed anything
else, until recent weeks, it seems to me recent name ‘memories’ published by a few people
online have been prompted solely by them having had names suggested to them, mostly via
email or social media.

My late mother, born in 1920, was a life-long Faversham resident and she never referred to a
name for either path, despite always referring to what is now the overall Queen Elizabeth’s
Grammar School site as ‘the Shoots,’ evidencing that a name has not been applied popularly
to paths in that area for at least ¢.100 years.

During the course of 2024, aware of a minor hubbub about the naming, | undertook a ‘straw
poll’ of eight acquaintances, all Faversham ‘natives’ who have lived all their lives in the town.
Five are in their late 60s/early 70s, three attended the Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School.
None knew of a name for the footpath from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place, all averring it
had never been named at all. They also said the same about the footpath across the Shooting
Meadows.

More recently a gentleman of my acquaintance made a point of saying to me he had never
heard anyone speaking of either footpath having a name; he has lived in Faversham since the
1960s and been active in local life since then, most recently with the Faversham Society.

In April 2024 the late John Coulter, a former town councillor who took an interest in local
history, emailed me about the proposed naming. In his email Mr Coulter noted: “The masonic
hall and the physic garden use Abbey Place as their address at present . . .” and closed by
saying . . . “Also, | thought that there is some other name already applied to the path (School
Walk or something).” Evidently, Mr Coulter did not know of Shooting Meadows having been
applied to the footpath, but speculated other names may have been given to it.

It has been established the footpath from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place has never had a
name allotted to it historically or been named through popular usage.

In addition, the Trustees of the Old Grammar School Charity (the masonic hall), and |
understand the Abbey Physic Community Garden, have informally used Abbey Place for their
properties as a means of locating them, for example, for postal services.

It seems, therefore, that the trustees, named as the formal objectors to the Queen Matilda
Place naming, have not themselves used Shooting Meadow(s) as a name for the footpath
from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place.

Regarding the naming process for the footpath from St Mary of Charity to Abbey Place itself,
| understand the anonymity of the footpath was noted to councillors in early 2024 by an Abbey
Street resident who suggested it be given a name. Councillors agreed and selected the name
Queen Matilda from a list of some 50 street name possibilities | had drawn up for future
naming, working with Adrienne Begent, Deputy Town Clerk.



While | was not involved with the councillors’ naming decision, it seems to me they have
chosen a very appropriate title for this unnamed length of footpath/alley. Queen Matilda, wife
of King Stephen, was buried at Faversham Abbey, the site of which adjoins the Abbey Place
end of the path. Queen Matilda is believed to have co-founded the abbey with her husband
and was interred there with him and their son Prince Eustace.

The former Faversham Grammar School and current Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School are
both descendants of the school at Faversham Abbey, which makes the footpath’s naming even
more appropriate, running as it does between the two.

Through being co-founder of Faversham Abbey and an ‘ancestor’ of long-standing, major local
schools, Queen Matilda is arguably the most consequential woman in Faversham’s history,
but her name has been entirely uncommemorated in the town until now.

FOOTNOTE

Historically - that is, in the medieval and Tudor periods - it is possible the town’s shooting
meadows were sited where the Cyprus Road, Westgate Road, etc, block of streets is now
located.

This is discussed in Patricia Hyde's 1995 book 'Thomas Arden of Faversham: the man behind
the myth as part of the appendices supplying historical perspectives for the book.



