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A rural tour on the Downs

Explore one of Kent's most picturesque and
appealing farming landscapes; nestling in the
chalk slopes of the North Downs, an area of
outstanding natural beauty in the heart of the
Garden of England.

Your Land for All Seasons walk takes you through
spring meadows grazed by dairy herds, sun-
drenched fields of marigolds and the bright blue
echium plant (rich source of Omega 3) in summer,
abundant orchards in autumn and ancient
woodlands alive with wildfowlin winter.

You'll pass stunning homes as you make your way
deep into farming country through cornfields and
along country lanes, you'll discover remote
hamlets and farms that work these fertile
downland foothills.

Whatever the time of year, you'll be captivated by
the tranquil beauty of this remote rural haven,
where rolling countryside is studded only by
sleepy villages, historic churches, hop gardens
and tractorsatworkinthe fields and orchards.
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The Countryside Code -~
==
RESPECT - PROTECT - ENJOY

If you follow the Countryside Code wherever
you go, you will enjoy walking in Kent and help
protect the countryside now and for future
generations.
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e Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs
e | eave gates and property as you find them

e Protect plants and animals, and take your
litter home

e Keep dogs under close control and on a lead
around livestock

e Consider other people
e Remember to always follow the Highway Code

For more information about how to safely enjoy the
countryside, visit the following website or scan the QR code

https://lwww.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/countrysidecode/
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Other Nature Trails in this Series

Faversham Town Council

12 Market Place, Faversham, Kent ME13 7AE
T: 01795 503286 www.favershamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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VISIT FAVERSHAM
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A Land for All Seasons

Explore one of Kent's most picturesque
and appealing farming landscapes;
nestling in the chalk slopes of the North
Downs - an area of outstanding
natural beauty

SHELDWICH - SELLING - PERRY WOOD - BADLESMERE

A rnal tour on the Downe

EXPERIENCED
WALKERS




BB Take the chance to enjoy panoramic views of
the surrounding countryside from The Pulpit by
taking the path on your right up wide steep steps.
Standing some 500 feet above sea level, The
Pulpit offers unparalleled views across this deeply
rural landscape, broken only by the solitary
hamlet of Shottenden below. Take care on the
steep path with its loose pebbles. On returning to
bridleway continue alongside fruit orchards and
fields of grazing sheep. Turn left at the Cottage on
to graveltrack and continue along the track to the
idyllic Rose and Crown pub - another great place
to sample local food, ale and apple juice

gate and holding pen on your left, continuing
along bottom of valley. (For a slightly longer walk,
taking in the Red Lion pub and Badlesmere

producedjust a few miles away. Common, follow Badlesmere Loop from C3).

C3 At gate, turn left on to road and turn right

uphillinto Fisher Street Road. Continue on lane to
Badlesmere Court Farm.

C4 Keeping green barn to your left, pass round
side of barn through yard of dairy cows - one of
Kent's last remaining milking herds - to concrete
track. Continue along track to road. Turn left for
Sheldwich Lees.

continue straight on. At road, turn left, passing
houses on your left and right and then arable fields
on eitherside. Turnright at T-junction and continue
along road, with raspberry fields on your right.

PerryWood to Sheldwich

C1 with the Rose and Crown on your right, turn

left onto the road and immediately right along
bridleway through woods. At crossroads in path
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C2 Tum left through wooden gate on your left
at Hogben's Hill. Continue along bridleway
through wooded valley - part of the Lees Court
Estate. Keep to your left and pass through cattle

Badlesmere Loop

C3 Turn leftat gate ontoroad, cross over, and

take footpath immediately to the right of Fisher
% Street Road sign. Continue forward uphill
alongtrackintowoods.

@ D1 1umn right after gate to road and right
again at T-junction. Walk along Beacon Hilland
turn right after woods along bridleway.
Continue on uphillto Badlesmere Common.

K® D2 vYou can follow the track here to the Red
Lion pub or cross diagonally over the common
to your right and take bridleway on your right in
@J front of a house just before road (A251, Ashford
‘_® Road). Follow this track through arable fields.
until you reach Badlesmere Court Farm and its

farmhouse. Rejoin mainroute at C4.

PerryWood Panorama

<+ Historic Perry Wood is a truly unique place, covered
by 150 acres of mature trees and glades alive with
heathland wildlife amid the rolling North Downs.

& Owned by Swale Borough Council, Perry Wood is

part of the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding

‘® Natural Beauty. This delightful woodland is set

aside for nature lovers and walkers as it attracts a

wide variety of wildlife, from birds such as nightjars

and woodpeckers to foxes, badgers and many

insects. Walkers might also spot the heathers that

cling to some of the wood's steep slopes and its
jutting mounds of pebbles and sand.

Discover the area’s rich history by using a wealth
‘@ of footpaths leading to a suspected Roman

encampment, Windmill Bank, once graced by
flour mills, and one of the area's highest vantage
points, The Pulpit. Elevated above the tree tops,
the famous platform offers unparalleled,
panoramic views of this unspoilt and deeply rural
part of the North Downs.

© Crown copyright reserved. Kent County Council licence number 100019238. 2010

Walk Overview

3:: Garden/Arboretum @ Public house ,AT2. Viewpoint Distance: 9.25 miles (14.75km) Transport:  Main railway station at Faversham
Including Badlesmere and Selling
i Place of ) loop 11.25 miles (18km) www.thetrainline.com
; worship " Telephone ] Gate  [GRefreshments B Tain Fitness level: A challenging walk  Pay phones: Sheldwich, Selling, Badlesmere
in places, with steep Parking: Sheldwich Lees, Sheldwich Church,
Kilometres 05 T inclines Perry Wood, White Lion, Rose &
O ites 05 ‘ Toilets: Pub facilities Crown

Refreshments: Pubs Map: OS Explorer 149
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